
First Presbyterian Church 

Gainesville, Texas 

First Presbyterian Church 

has been invited to          

celebrate and participate in 

Holy Week services at     

First Christian Church while we are in this 

time of pastoral transition.  Please see the  

included letter of invitation in this newsletter 

for all the week’s details. 

Easter Egg Hunt & Hot Dog Lunch 

Saturday, April 20th @ 10:30 AM 

All children ages 0 thru 5th grade, along with their parents, grandparents, 

aunts and uncles, are welcome to take part in this Easter time festivity. 

Lots of Prizes!!! 

**Every child leaves with a prize and plenty of candy!** 

 

Invite the children that you know {and even some you don’t} to join us for a 

lively morning of fun, food & fellowship. 

                 Easter Sunday, April 21st 

             9:30 AM — 10:30 AM & after Worship 
The Fellowship Committee would like to extend an invitation to join 

us for brunch before and after the Easter Worship Service. 

Bring your family and invite your friends and neighbors 

to come enjoy a leisurely breakfast. 
 

Come start the Easter celebration off right! 

Everyone is Welcome! 



With our card ministry to the area nursing homes in mind, the Outreach Committee would 

like to request that the congregation take a few moments to prepare Easter cards for their 

residents.  Simply sign them from Your friends at First Presbyterian Church.  Those cards 

and the sentiments make a difference.  For many residents a card from one of you may be 

the only one they receive.  A basket will be placed in the windowsill of the sanctuary for 

you to place the cards.  Please have your cards to the church by Sunday, April 14. 

Thank you in advance from the Outreach Committee. 

Church Pot Luck Luncheon 

Sunday, April 28, 2019 

Immediately following Worship Service 

Tyler Hall 
On April 28th, Pablo De Santiago, principal of Edison Elementary School, and some of his 

staff will be worshipping with us and providing the congregation with a potluck lunch.   

This is a thank you from the school for the support they have received from the               

congregation during the school year. 

Come and visit with staff from Edison Elementary school. 

Clothing Needed for Edison students! 
Edison Elementary has reached out to T.E.A.M.- The Edison Adopt-A-School Ministry- 

with a request.  They need NEW children’s clothing and shoes for their students, both 

boy’s and girl’s.  They are asking for Youth sizes X-Small (4-5), Small (6-7), Medium 

(8) and Large (10-12).  Currently, their greatest need is for X-Small and Large pants 

and shorts in both Regular and Husky/Plus. Wal-Mart carries pant styles with         

adjustable waistbands which are great for custom sizing, and elastic waists are           

acceptable.  Also, another immediate need is new, packaged Boy’s Underwear, size 

Large, Regular and Husky, . 

The school does have a Dress Code for students which requires any color shirt with a 

collar to be worn.  Polo style shirts or button style are fine.  Stripes, plaids, or prints are 

acceptable, but no writing or large logos are allowed.  Also, pants or shorts must be    

either Navy, Khaki, or Black.   

Please help stock the school’s “Clothes Closet” by bringing your items to the church by 

Sunday, April 14th.  There will be a labeled bin in hallway, next to the VISTO wagon 

for all clothing donations. 

“THANK YOU” for your support of this worthwhile ministry. 



by Pam Cooper 

Give Me Patience...Now! 

The Personnel Committee has offered the Interim Pastor position to Melinda Hunt. After 

all of the paperwork is finished, we plan on her starting May 1st. Searching for a new    

pastor has many steps. This is the 3rd step out of about 20 steps, which tells us our        

congregation is going to need a lot of patience. Jim Long said it best in this devotion excerpt “Give Me   

Patience...Now: Paul tells us to be "strengthened with all power according to [God's] glorious might so that 

you may have great endurance and patience" (Colossians 1:11). Yes, God can actually give us the power to 

be patient. Think of it another way. What if the only thing you ever had to wait for was God? If the only 

thing that demanded your patience was someone who loved you, who ruled the universe, and who always 

had your best interest at heart, wouldn't patience come easier? We struggle with patience because we don't 

like the circumstances we face. Patience is difficult because things feel out of control. The timing seems 

wrong; the wait drags on and on. And yet, because God is in control, we can be patient. Because God loves 

us, we can relax. Because God's wisdom is flawless, we can wait.  The only thing that ever demands our      

patience is the wise God who loves us. When we want circumstances to change, we wait for God to change 

those circumstances—or help us to change them. Or help us to accept whatever circumstances we're in. 

When hardships test our patience, it is the powerful, loving, wise God who will, in time, lift our burdens—

and give us the patience to wait for better things. 

"“Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him".” (Psalm 37:7). 

You have no doubt heard, "If you see something, say something."  Well, Outreach Ministry 

says, "If you see someone, say something."  We need to acknowledge visitors' presence on 

Sunday mornings. 
 

Few visitors list their address on our Ritual of Friendship pads, if they sign it at all. So, if 

you are near visitors, introduce yourself, and ask that they sign the Ritual of Friendship pad 

and add their address, so we can send them a card. 
 

Greeters can help by wearing a name tag and having the visitors wear one   also. The greeters should         

introduce the visitors to someone who could show them to their seat and give them one of our gift bags. 
 

There is nothing worse than visiting a church and having no one acknowledge your presence. We don't want 

to live up to that "old" description Presbyterians used to have: The Frozen Chosen. 
 

Outreach Ministry  

(These ideas came from a meeting attended by several from our church.  If fully implemented, the visitor 

should come away having been engaged by at least three people.)  Thanks for your help. 

 That Pam did a super job as March Pulpit Assistant? 

 That the fellowship committee’s St. Patrick’s Day potato bake was outstanding? 

 That Earl Estill was a hilarious “Irish” stand up comedian at the potato bake? 

 That Retha Bond and Pam Cooper Showed their wildflower art at the Texas Travel 

 Center? 

 That Ruthie and Matt Chalmers still need our prayers and we miss them during worship? 

 That our Session leaders are doing a great job continuing the churches mission and its ministries? 

 That Beth Japp’s family needs our prayers in their time of loss 



Happy Spring to one and all! 
 

The New Year has proceeded forward so quickly that it can no longer be called 

“new”. In just a few short weeks, Easter will be here and gone.  
 

Here on the music end, a kaleidoscope of change continues to revolve. As you    

probably already know, we have had to hire a few new singers in order to fill out the 

parts for the choir. Thank you for welcoming Meredith Gray and Elizabeth          

Bordelon, both undergraduate students at UNT, and Kensley Behel, graduate        

student at UNT.  They are making a fine contribution to our choir services. In      

addition, we have the  occasional services of Daniel Cosio, also a UNT student. 
 

Also, please welcome Marvin Stanley, who has bravely decided to try something new, and has joined 

our bass section. He is currently “in training”, but as he has a fine voice and is very perceptive, I have 

no doubt that he will be in full operation in the next few weeks. 
 

We are still searching for tenor voices, particularly, to serve with the two tenors we already have. If you 

know of any who might be interested, please give my contact information and encourage them to speak 

with me. Email: musicforjoy@earthlink.net; or cell: 210 557 8688. 
 

Have a blessed and profitable day!  Joy 

The Small Group Bible study group met 

Tuesday, March 19.  The  participates 

celebrated a dinner together before the 

lesson was given for the evening.  And, the group found 

the information about the birth of the Christian Bible      

fascinating.  Dr. Luke Timothy Johnson led the lesson and 

introduced various words that have meaning to our         

heritage.  Does Septuagint, LXX, Synoptic Greek,          

Euangelion, or Mishnah have meaning to you?  These 

words should have meaning to you.  They are words used 

by Dr. Johnson in explaining our Bible's history.  Come, 

learn how these words help develop into the Bible as it is 

known now.  Join our group the third Tuesday on each 

month at six.  Have a light dinner and great fellowship with 

other searchers.   

From the October 7, 1953    

Session meeting: 

"The Session met after the 

Wednesday service to discuss 

the nursery situation.  It seems as if the 

two ladies that are now taking care of the 

nursery are now not available.  Several 

names were suggested and a committee 

was appointed, John Johnson and the 

Moderator, to contact the present       

caretakers.  (It is to be noted that before 

these minutes were typed up the present 

caretakers of the nursery were back on the 

job.) 

Now Available in the  

Sanctuary Windowsills 

One Great Hour of Sharing is the church saying, 

“We’ll be there when you need us.” 

 

When God’s people work together through 

One Great Hour of Sharing, 

the possibilities are endless. 

Dear First Presbyterian 

Church Family, 
 

Thank you for everything 

you did in helping us to 

remember Carla.  The 

service was beautiful!  

The meal was wonderful!  

We cannot thank you 

enough for all the love, 

prayers and support. 

With much love, 
 

Jenny, Charlie & Justin 

mailto:musicforjoy@earthlink.net




First Presbyterian Church 
E-mail:  fpcgaines@sbcglobal.net 

First Presbyterian Church 

401 S. Denton 

P O. Box 751 

Gainesville, TX  76241 

940-665-5153 

Reviving a Program—Clothing for the State School 

The Outreach Committee would like to assist the Clothes Closet at the State School.  

When a boy is about to be released from the school, he goes to the Clothes Closet there 

so they can outfit him with a suit of clothes to return home in and if the boy will be going 

back into school, some clothes to start with.  They also are looking for duffle bags for the 

boys to put their belongings in as opposed to a garbage bag.  Right now, the need is for 

belts, medium and large (size 32 to size 45) black or brown; dress shoes or gym shoes 

sizes 8 all the way to 13 or 14; and duffle bags or wheeled cases all sizes.  If you can help 

by providing NEW or gently used belts, shoes, or duffle bags please drop them off at the 

church.  We will have an area set up in the nursery for the donations. 


